Research Paper

International Journal of Research and Review
[Indexed, Peer-Reviewed Journal]

Volume 12; Issue: 7; July 2025

Website: www.ijrrjournal.com

E-ISSN: 2349-9788; P-ISSN: 2454-2237

Critical Discourse Analysis of Al Riyad Media's
Representation of Social Actors and Ideology
Regarding the Coverage of Normalization of Saudi
Arabia-Israel Relations

Humaira Izzahurrohman', Nani Darmayanti?, Fahmy Lukman

3

'Padjadjaran University, Indonesia.

Corresponding Author: Humaira Izzahurrohman

DOI: https://doi.org/10.52403/ijrr.20250737

ABSTRACT

This study examines how Al Riyad media
represents social actors in its coverage of the
normalization process of Saudi Arabia-Israel
relations. This study uses Theo van
Leeuwen's critical discourse analysis model
of social actor representation. The study
aims to reveal the linguistic strategies used
by Al Riyad in shaping the meaning
construction of the roles of the four main
social actors, namely Saudi Arabia, Israel,
the United States, and Palestine, and explore
the ideological tendencies implied behind
these representations. Data were collected
from ten articles that discuss the involvement
of four social actors in the normalization
process, and then analyzed through a
descriptive qualitative approach. The results
showed that Al Riyad consistently
represented Saudi Arabia as the dominant
actor supporting the establishment of a

Palestinian state by wusing inclusion
techniques through assimilation-
individualization and association-

dissociation strategies. This representation
reflects ideological tendencies that affirm
Saudi Arabia's active role as the leader of the
normalization initiative and its consistent
support for the establishment of a Palestinian
state. This finding confirms that the media
plays an important role in producing and
reproducing power structures through the

practice of representing social actors who are
not ideologically neutral.

Keywords: Representation of Social Actors,
Theo van Leeuwen's CDA, Al Riyad, Saudi-
Israeli Normalization

INTRODUCTION

The process of normalizing relations
between Saudi Arabia and Israel is one of the
most significant geopolitical dynamics in the
Middle East region in recent years. This is
often in the spotlight and causes polemics,
given the ongoing conflict between Israel and
Palestine and a number of Arab countries. In
the political landscape of the Middle East, the
relationship between Arab countries and
Israel is a prominent strategic issue,
especially after the signing of the Abraham
Accords by several Gulf countries in 2020.
Until now, a number of Arab countries that
have established diplomatic relations with
Israel include Bahrain, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Morocco, Jordan, Egypt
and Sudan. This normalization occurs
because of the political, economic and
security interests that are mutually beneficial
for each party (Derajat and Kurniawan
2022).

After the Hamas attack on Israel on October
7, 2023, known as Operation Al-Agsa Flood,
the diplomatic process towards normalizing
relations between Saudi Arabia and Israel
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experienced tension, but not completely
stopped. The Saudi government remains
committed to  the  possibility of
normalization, but with the main condition of
the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state. According to an article
published by the Arab Center Washington
(2024), the Saudi government asserts that it
will not take any steps towards official
recognition of Israel without significant
progress in resolving the Palestinian issue, in
line with the principles of the 2002 Arab
Peace Initiative. In this context, Palestine is
not only positioned as an affected party, but
also as a determining factor that is a
prerequisite  for  regional  diplomatic
agreements.

Meanwhile, the United States plays a key
role as a mediator in promoting the
normalization process between Saudi Arabia
and Israel. Through various official
statements and high-level diplomatic visits,
the US government is actively seeking a
strategic agreement that not only includes
geopolitical dimensions, but also takes into
account the aspirations of the Palestinian
people. As reported by Al Jazeera (2023) and
Reuters (2024), US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said that any progress
towards normalization must be accompanied
by "a practical path to the establishment of a
Palestinian state." In this regard, the United
States offered Saudi Arabia various
concessions, including security guarantees
and support for the civilian nuclear program,
as part of efforts to build a comprehensive
agreement. The normalization of Saudi
Arabia-Israel relations thus cannot be
separated from the dynamics of the
relationship between the four main actors,
namely Saudi Arabia, Israel, Palestine, and
the United States as the main mediator.

The involvement of the four social actors in
the process of normalizing relations is not
only diplomatic, but also reflects strategic
and symbolic dimensions. In this context, the
mass media plays an important role as an
intermediary for delivering narratives, as
well as a means of reproducing certain
ideologies. The media not only conveys

information, but also shapes public opinion
through the representation of social actors
involved in the normalization process. The
representation  reflects the ideological
interests carried by the media. McQuail
(2011) asserts that the media has power in
framing the news through the ability to direct
public attention, form opinions, label status,
and determine the legitimacy of an event. As
a result, the construction of reality conveyed
by the media is often accepted by the public
naturally without realizing it as a form of
manipulation. In fact, media discourse is not
a neutral product, but full of values and
interests. Therefore, it is important to look at
the ideology implied in the news.

Fairclough (1995) states that the media tend
to shift the focus from the facts of events to
ideological interpretations that benefit
certain parties. In this case, language
becomes an instrument of power used to
maintain the dominance of certain groups
while reducing the position of other groups.
Critical discourse analysis (CDA) in
linguistic studies views language as a social
practice that cannot be separated from the
sociopolitical context. As explained by
Darma (2009), CDA not only examines
linguistic elements, but also analyzes the
relationship between language, power, and
ideology reflected in discourse. Thus, this
approach becomes relevant to reveal how the
media constructs reality through language
choices that are not value-free.

The representation of Saudi Arabia, Israel,
the United States, and Palestine as the main
social actors in media discourse can be
analyzed through the Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) approach developed by
Theo van Leeuwen (2008). This approach
provides conceptual tools to reveal how
social actors are presented, omitted,
categorized, or personalized in media texts.
The process of representation is not neutral,
but reflects the ideology or particular
interests of the media concerned. Therefore,
this study aims to examine how Al Riyad
frames the role of the four social actors in the
process of normalizing relations between
Saudi Arabia and Israel, as well as identify
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the ideology implied behind the narrative
built.

In this study, Al Riyad media is used as a data
source to analyze the news coverage of the
process of normalizing relations between
Saudi Arabia and Israel. Al Riyad is an
Arabic-language media under the auspices of
Al Yamamah Press Corporation, a leading
Riyadh-based press organization affiliated
with the Saudi Arabian government (4w s
1998 4dlaill) | The selection of Al Riyad is
based on its high readership, i.e. based on
data from Similarweb in January 2024, Al
Riyad was ranked 20th in the category of
Arabic-language news sites with a significant
number of visitors. In addition, this media is
also known to have institutional closeness to
the Saudi Arabian government, so that the
news content presented is relevant in
representing the ideology and political
interests of the state, especially in strategic
issues such as normalizing relations with
Israel.

As a media entity affiliated with the Saudi
Arabian government, Al Riyad has the
potential to represent Saudi Arabia's foreign
policy through the news presented, including
in the context of efforts to normalize
relations between Saudi Arabia and Israel.
Therefore, it is important to examine how
this media frames the roles of the four social
actors discursively and ideologically in the
narratives built, especially by using a critical
discourse analysis approach.

In an effort to uncover these representational
practices, this research uses Theo van
Leeuwen's Social Actor Approach model
(2008). This model emphasizes the analysis
of how social actors are featured or hidden in
discourse texts through two main techniques,
namely exclusion and inclusion. The
exclusion technique refers to the strategy of
removing actors from the discourse which
can be done through passivation,
nominalization, or clause replacement.
Meanwhile, the inclusion technique analyzes
how actors are included in the discourse
which can be done through various strategies

identification, determination-indetermi-
nation, assimilation-individualization,
differentiation-indifference, and association-
dissociation. Through this approach, the
research can explore how Al Riyad
represents social actors in the normalization
process, and how these representations
reflect the ideology that the media wants to
convey. As explained by Nur (2022), CDA
not only examines the linguistic aspects of
the text, but also seeks to reveal the interests
and ideologies hidden behind it. Through the
analysis of representations and discursive
strategies used by the media, this study seeks
to understand the relationship between
language, power and ideology manifested in
international news coverage of the
normalization of Saudi-Israeli relations.

A study on the normalization of relations
between Saudi Arabia and Israel has
previously been conducted by Wardoyo
(2023) through a literature review approach.
Although the study made an initial
contribution to the understanding of this
issue, there is no research that specifically
examines the construction of media
discourse using the critical discourse analysis
(CDA) approach of Theo van Leeuwen's
model. To fill this gap, this study adopts van
Leeuwen's CDA model to analyze how the
representation of social actors and media
ideology are constructed in Al Riyad's
reporting on the issue of normalizing Saudi
Arabia-Israel relations. This approach allows
for a more in-depth exploration of the
ideological dimension in media texts,
especially through linguistic strategies that
represent social actors in a selective and
meaningful way.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research applies a descriptive
qualitative method that aims to describe in
depth the results of critical discourse analysis
of news texts. This approach was chosen in
order to unravel the structure, meaning, and
ideological tendencies in media discourse
systematically and contextually. Qualitative

such as objectivation-abstraction,  research emphasizes on deepening the
nomination-categorization, nomination- meaning, values, and implicit messages
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contained behind the facts, with an approach
that focuses on aspects of language and word
usage. In line with Nur's view (2021),
qualitative research is descriptive because it
documents data carefully in various forms,
such as words, sentences, conversations,
pictures, diaries, and audio-visual
recordings. Based on this, this research
presents a qualitative descriptive of the
representation of social actors of Saudi
Arabia, Israel, the United States, and
Palestine, in the news analyzed through
exclusion and inclusion techniques and
media ideology that frames the narrative in
the news text.

The data in this study were obtained through
the library method with library research
techniques, as described by Nur (2021) as
qualitative data collection sourced from
written documents, such as newspapers,
books, magazines, and speech texts. The
search was conducted through the official
website  www.alriyadh.com  using  the
keywords gubidal sl s 2l G Jtarbif
bayna as-sufidiyy wa-?isra?il/ to identify
news that explicitly displayed the
involvement of the four social actors in the
normalization process. Relevant news stories
were selected and classified based on the
representation of social actors using the
exclusion and inclusion techniques of Theo
van Leeuwen's CDA model. Each data was
coded to facilitate the classification and
analysis process.

Data analysis was conducted using Theo van
Leeuwen's critical discourse analysis
framework which includes two levels,
namely micro and macro. The micro level
examines the representation of social actors
through exclusion techniques, such as
passivation, nominalization, and clause
replacement, as well as inclusion techniques
such as objectivation-abstraction,
nomination-identification, nomination-
categorization, determination-indetermi-
nation, assimilation-individualization,
differentiation-indifference, and association-
dissociation. Meanwhile, the macro level is

used to reveal media ideology based on the
micro level representation pattern. This
research also applies the commensurate
method of the determining element sorting
technique with the referential commensurate
sub-method to interpret the meaning of
lingual units based on the social referent
referred to by the language in the news
discourse (T. Nur 2021) .

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Micro Analysis - Representation of Social
Actors

Discussion of the representation of social
actors is the result of micro-analysis using
Theo van Leeuwen's exclusion and inclusion
techniques in the discourse on the news of
normalizing Saudi Arabia-Israel relations.
The four representations of social actors
found in Al Riyad media are classified based
on the use of exclusion and inclusion
techniques. The following table shows the
percentage of strategies used by Al Riyad
media towards the social actors of Saudi
Arabia, Isracl, the United States, and
Palestine.

Based on the findings in the table, Al Riyad
media applies more inclusion techniques in
representing the four social actors involved,
especially Saudi Arabia. this is reflected in
the high use of assimilation-individualization
(50.64%) and  association-dissociation
(27.56%) strategies. The assimilation-
individualization strategy shows that Saudi
Arabia is generally presented as part of a
collective entity or official institution.
Meanwhile, the dominance of the
association-dissociation  strategy = shows
Saudi Arabia's relationship with other actors,
especially ~ Palestinians,  within  the
framework of solidarity or certain political
positions. The absence of exclusion
techniques against Saudi Arabia indicates
that the country is consistently featured
explicitly in the discourse, which strengthens
its position as the central actor in the
construction of the news narrative.
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Table 1.
No. | Technique/Strategy | Saudi Arabia | Israel | America | Palestine
EXCLUSION
1. Passivation - - - -
2. Nominalization - 9(12.67%) | - 1 (2.85%)
3. Substitution of Sentences - - - -
INCLUSION
1. Objectivation - Abstraction 12 (7.69%) 2 (2.82%) 3 (5.35%) 2 (5.71%)
2. Nomination - Categorization 7 (4.48%) 7 (9.86%) 8 (14.28%) | -
3. Nomination - Identification 9 (5.77%) 5 (7.04%) 8 (14.28%) | 5(14.28%)
4. Determination - Indetermination | 2 (1.28%) - 3 (5.35%) 2 (5.711%)
5. Assimilation - Individualization | 79 (50.64%) | 40 (56.33%) | 22 (39.28%) | 23 (65.71%)
6. Differentiation - Indifference 4 (2.56%) 7 (9.86%) 3 (5.35%) -
7. Association - Disassociation 43 (27.56%) 1 (1.42%) 9(16.07%) | 2 (5.71%)
TOTAL 156 71 56 35=318

Israel is also represented through inclusion
techniques, with the dominance of the
assimilation-individualization strategy
(56.33%), which shows its appearance more
often in institutional forms than individuals.
In addition, the nomination-categorization
and differentiation-indifference strategies of
9.86% each clarify Israel's position in certain
social relations. However, Israel is the only
actor that tends to be excluded through the
nominalization strategy of 12.67%, which
obscures the actor or source of action,
especially in the context of conflict.
Meanwhile, the United States is represented
institutionally and strategically through the
strategies of assimilation-individualization
(39.38%), association-dissociation
(16.07%), and nomination-categorization
and identification (14.28%). Palestine is
dominated by the assimilation-
individualization strategy (65.71%), showing
collective representation as a community
group, with minimal personalization of
individuals or figures, which makes their
position more as objects than subjects in the
discourse structure.

The following is a discussion of the
representation of social actors in the
discourse on the news of the normalization of
Saudi Arabia-Israel relations.

Exclusion Technique

The use of exclusion techniques by Al Riyad
media only found 9 data through the
nominalization strategy against Israeli social
actors and one datum against Palestinian
social actors. The following are the results
and discussion of data on the use of
nominalization strategies against Israeli and
Palestinian social actors.

Nominalization Strategy

Nominalization strategy is a way to erase the
existence of social actors in the text by
changing verbs into nouns. In Arabic, a
similar process is done by changing fi'il
(verb) into mashdar (deverb noun). This
form does not require a subject, so the actor
of the action no longer appears explicitly in
the sentence structure (Miftah and Kholisin
2021).

Table 2 Nominalization Strategy of Israeli Social Actors

Code | News | Data
42 MA B8 | 35l (phids & Gl (m\}\ J,Js;x\ Erlidl LT SRl 06 asen (22 ‘_g; o580 Gl Al
(Nml) }.A;JHM} -a\}w‘_\k K j\mw}ﬂ\mw‘}d\_\mu@mmaﬂlu)ﬂ\&d\

a1 5 ey Al uu,mm ged A plalldl L 50l 23 e (131 sl i i
ale Aty a3 el 55 eVaa G b i 5 ALY 5 45 Kaalls

[71qafu al-Sudwani $alda gammana jihatahu qala al-muhallilu wa-al-katibu as-siyasiyyi ad-
duktiru Pibrahim an-nuhasi 2anna filastin hadiratun fi siyasati al-mamlakati al-Sarabiyyati
as-su§udiyyati mundu Sahdi al-maliki al-mu?assisi $abdu al-Saziz bin Sabdi ar-rahman al
suid - tayyaba allahu Oardahu. wa-hada al-hudiru alladi tuma@0ilu bi-at-ta?kidi ad-
dalimi Sald da$mi wa-musanadati Pabna?i as-sa$bi al-filastiniyyi Sald jami$i al-
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mustawayati as-siyasiyyati wa-al-iqtisadiyyati wa-al-?amniyyati wa-al-Saskariyyati wa-al-
Zinsaniyyati wa-gayriha min majalatin, tawasulun fi Gabatihi wa-at-ta?kidu Salayhi/
Cessation of aggression (against Palestine) has been an integral part of Saudi Arabia's
foreign policy since the reign of King Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al Saud. This was
confirmed by political analyst and writer Dr. Ibrahim Al-Nuhas, who stated that the
Kingdom's support for the Palestinian cause has been consistent in various sectors,
including political, economic, security, military and humanitarian.

Data 42 (Nml) above is included in the
exclusion technique using the nominalization
strategy because there is a process of
eliminating social actors by changing the
word class which means that this strategy
does not need a subject because of the change
of verbs to nouns which generally give the
affix "pe-an" in Indonesian. In Arabic, the
word class is generally changed from fi'i/
(verb) to mashdar (deverbial noun) which in
the data is characterized by the diction <sl&)
O s3]l /Digafu al-Sudwani/ "cessation of
aggression." The use of this strategy has
implications for obscuring the responsibility
of the social actor, in this case Israel, as the
one who committed the aggression. By
eliminating the subject of action, Al Riyad
media tends to focus the narrative on the
moral position of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia as the initiator of peace, while
avoiding direct confrontation with the
aggressor in the discourse structure.

1. Inclusion Technique

The use of inclusion techniques by Al Riyad
media is dominated by the assimilation-
individualization strategy towards each
social actor. The following is a discussion of
inclusion techniques from each strategy
towards the social actors of Saudi Arabia,
Israel, the United States, and Palestine.

Objectivation-Abstraction Strategy
Objectivation strategies present social actors
concretely through specific data such as
numbers, names, or verifiable facts. In
contrast, abstraction strategies present social
actors indirectly by using general
expressions such as "many" or "thousands,"
which are hyperbolic and tend to lead readers
to broad interpretations. Both strategies
influence how readers understand the
representation of events in the text (Amaliah,
Mahmudah and Mayong 2021) .

Table 3. Objectivation-Abstraction Strategies of Saudi Arabian Social Actors - Arab States

Code | News Data ]
I MABI | cGioal cEasiall Gl Syl e o3 < yimn <l ol oo Gimla 513 B 1) & 52 30 o A 2530
(Obj) G Ral ¢ sud
lal-yawma hunaka sittu duwalin Sarabiyyatin laha Salagatun diblimasiyyatun maSa
Pisracila, misru, al-Purdunnu, al-Pimaratu al-Sarabiyyatu al-muttahidatu, al-bahraynu, as-
sudanu, al-magribul/.
Currently, there are six Arab countries that have diplomatic relations with Israel, Egypt,
Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan, Morocco
63 MA.BY | dadb 45 saldll ae gl i Y o281 530 Ja Ol 5l sl O (I8 )36 Gl 05 (15 4 ) 03501 51l
(Abs) 1A 138 450 saldl) C0AT13) 20D A1 53 Casead (e SR a5

/wa-?asara ar-radddadu ?ila Panna wasintun wa-talla 2abib tudrikana Panna istijabata
Pisratila li-halli ad-dawlatayni, 1a ya$ni at-tatbi{a maSa as-siuSidiyyati faqat, bal wa-maSa
PakBara min xamsina dawlatan Pislamiyyatan ?ida Paxadat as-sa$idiyyatu hada al-qararal.
Al-Raddad asserted that both Washington and Tel Aviv understand that if Israel agrees to
a two-state solution, the impact will not be limited to normalizing relations with Saudi
Arabia alone, but also opens up opportunities for normalization with more than fifty other
Islamic countries, if the Saudis take such a strategic step.

Data 1 (Obj) above is included in the
objectivation strategy because there is
information that is shown accurately and
concretely. Objectivation  is  often
characterized by the use of specific numbers,

clear names of individuals or groups, and
verifiable facts. The use of objectivation
strategy by Al Riyad media in explicitly
mentioning  4x2e J3 S Jsittu duwalin
Carabiyyatin/ "six Arab countries" that have
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established diplomatic relations with Israel,
accompanied by the mention of the countries'
names one by one ‘udﬂ\ ¢ pas 5 &l lay)
Gl (G Cinad a3 misru, al-
Purdunnu, al-Zimardatu al-Sarabiyyatu al-
muttahidatu, al-bahraynu, as-sudanu, al-
magribu/ "Egypt, Jordan, United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco,"
shows an attempt to convey information as
concrete verifiable facts. This kind of
presentation gives the impression that Al
Riyad is documenting the ongoing political
reality, rather than framing the narrative in an
emotional or argumentative manner. The
implication is that the media conveys the
existence of Arab-Israeli relations as an
ongoing and increasingly = common
phenomenon in the region, without explicitly
supporting or criticizing these countries.

The data 63 (Abs) above belongs to the
abstraction strategy because there is a
mention of non-concrete ;nformatlon marked
in the diction &) AP Huud (o K
/PakBara min xamsina dawlatan
Zislamiyyatan/ "more than 50 Islamic
countries." The use of this strategy shows the
media's attempt to generalize a group of
social actors without specifying who these
countries are. This strategy has implications
for creating the impression of a large

collectivity that is potential and uncertain,
without providing factual details or concrete
verification of the state actors in question.
Justification of the diction in Arabic shows
that the structure of (s X1 /PakOara min/ is
hypergeneric and abstract. Even in the
translation, the phrase retains the undefined
character of the intended subject. Thus, this
data can be categorized as an abstraction
strategy because it does not indicate a clear
entity, but rather forms a broad and
speculative image of Islamic geopolitical
power, in order to strengthen the importance
of Saudi Arabia's position in the context of
normalizing relations with Israel.

Nomination-Categorization and
Identification Strategy

The nomination-categorization strategy is
used to present social actors based on certain
names or categories, such as status, religion,
or political affiliation, which can reflect
media ideology (T. Nur 2022). Meanwhile,
the  nomination-identification  strategy
reveals actors or actions in detail through
explanatory  clauses, wusually  using
conjunctions such as which or where, thus
emphasizing the identity or role of the social
actors to be highlighted in the discourse
(Sekarwati 2022) .

Table 4. Nomination-Categorization Strategy and Social Actor Identification United States - US Secretary

of State Antony Blinken
Code News Data
56 (Nom) MA.B9 d)d 4.4\.5\ k_\XLAA u_u.d ML.\S).\AY\ o)\d‘}“ cﬂd : u_m.\«d\ L@.sﬂ)m ?ﬂ.ﬂ\ ).\Sd.a d)»; Y Mdyud\ L_L\SAJ}

)h;uﬁu_sxﬂuhu)m)adﬂ.m)uu\daul\u&&)db “5:)@\ uLul\uAu_nLcL»w“w
ATkl 03 458 jua¥) sl S5 (3 a3 Juai sl S 1555 883 21 31 5 Afulanda 4133 a3
OIS iy (390 1S V) il g N

/wa-tamakkanat as-siaSidiyyatu min xilali tadkiri al-$alami bi-mawqifi-ha al-mabda?iyi
min dafai al-Pidarah al-Pamirikiyyah, li-tabannt matlabi Pigamat dawlatin li-al-
filastiniyin, fa-ba$da sa$atin min al-bayani as-siu$idiyy, gadara bilinkin ?ila talli 2abib
bi-rasa?ila gqawiyyah wa-niyyah jiddiyyah li-al-bah@i fi xiyari Pigamat dawlatin
filastiniyah, al-Pamru alladt lam yakun matrithan $ala Pajindati aSmali ar-ra?isi baydin
wa-ar-rulasali al-Pamirikiyyina bi-hadihi al-jiddiyyah, mundu Sahdi ar-ra?isi al-
Pamiriki as-sabiqi bil kilintin/.

Through the reaffirmation of its principled position, Saudi Arabia succeeded in
encouraging the United States Government to adopt the demand for the establishment of
a Palestinian state. Hours after the Saudi statement, Blinken traveled to Tel Aviv with a
strong message and a more serious commitment to discuss the option of Palestinian
statehood - an issue that had not previously been high on the agenda of President Biden
or US presidents since the Bill Clinton era.

10 (Kat)
10 (Idn)

MA.B2

LAJ\_,MJ\AJJJ_,SL\AL_A\«_\\(J" d\ﬁu.myd.\ﬁc_\.u\&M@ﬁ\éﬁY\%J&\}J}J\JLﬂm
"l G 83 58 50 568
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Jjadduhu min Pal-dabh."/

massacre."

/SIndama zara wazir Pal-xarijivah ?Pal-?Amrikiyi PAntont Bilinkin Tall ?Abib qabl
yawmayn qal: "Lam ?Patt ?ila hund kawazirin xarijivah wa Pinnama kayahudiyyin farru

When US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken visited Tel Aviv two days ago, he said, "I
did not come here as Secretary of State, but as a Jew whose grandfather survived the

Data 56 (Nom) above is included in the
nomination strategy because there is a
general mention of information about social
actors without additional information so that
actors are presented as they are. In this data,
the nomination strategy is used in mentioning
the identity of social actors in general
without being followed by a specific mention
of identity, namely (Sl /bilinkin/ "Blinken."
The use of this strategy shows that Al Riyad
media tends to place him as an actor who is
well known and globally recognized, so there
is no need to clarify his role. Therefore,
readers are directed to focus on Blinken's
actions as a representation of US policy, not
on his personal figure, so that the narrative

remains centered on the dynamics of
relations between countries and not
individuals.

Data 10 (Idn & Kat) above is included in the
categorization strategy because there is a
mention of the process of grouping or
defining social actors based on certain
categories, such as status, position, role,
religion, or membership in a group. In this
data, categorization is used in the word
(5356 [kayahiidiyyin/ “as a Jew.” In addition,
the data also uses an identification strategy
because there is a mention of social actors
followed by a definition added through a
clause. In this data, identification strategy is

Table 5. Determination-Indetermination Strategy of Palestinian Social Actors -

used in the clause @) &e 83 % ffarra
jadduhu min ?al-dabh/ "whose grandfather
survived the massacre" which explains the
parent clause 4a, & 3R Gd ) < & /lgm
zati 2ila huna kawazirvin xarijiyah/ "1 did not
come here as Foreign Minister." The use of
this strategy aims to highlight the personal
and emotional dimensions of Blinken's
identity, thus reinforcing the impression that
his involvement in the Israeli-Palestinian
issue is not merely diplomatic, but also
ideological and historical. By adding the
background of a Jewish family that survived
the massacre, Al Riyad media implicitly
emphasizes Blinken's emotional affiliation
with Israel, which may affect the objectivity
of his diplomatic role.

Determination-Indetermination Strategy
Determination strategies are used to name
social actors or events specifically and
clearly. In contrast, indeterminacy strategies
hide the identity of the actor or event in an
anonymous way. This anonymity can be
caused by limited information or certain
privacy reasons (Eriyanto 2015). According
to van Leeuwen (2008), this strategy creates
a generalization effect that can affect the way
people understand the content of the
discourse.

President Mahmoud

Abbas and a Consulate General and Ambassador Extraordinary of Palestine

Code News Data

23 (Det)

MA.B3

c&\y‘){\}%r\ﬁamlﬂ\uw\;]\wuﬁdd\dﬁw}whs JWM‘WJ‘WPLA}%)
e Sl o) 5l a5 e sl 13854 ¢l (e iy (s 515 Guinall )i 33Y 225
2 A AR ol B gl i it O T L 2T Ao gl dad sl )5 15
AT wla ol i il A Bum 30 5 2o 52 JBRR)) Lgiomy 2 latill) ) (S T (0 Al
Iwa-huwa ma Sabra Sanhu ar-ra?fisu al-filastiniyu mahmiidu Sabbasin bi-rafdihi
qatla al-madaniyyina min al-janibayni al-filastini wa al-Pisra?ili, wa-da$a li-?itlaqi
sarahi al-madaniyyina wa al-?asra wa al-muStaqalina min al-janibayni,
mujaddadan at-ta?kida $ald nabdi al-Sunfi wa al-iltizami bi-as-Sar{iyyati ad-
dawliyyati wa al-ittifaqiyyati al-muwaqqa$ati wa al-mugawamati as-sa$biyyati as-
silmiyyati, wa-?akkada Panna siyasati wa-baramija wa-qararati munazzamati at-
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tahriri al-filastiniati hiya allati tuma@0ilu as-sa$ba al-filastiniya bi-sifatiha al-
muma@6ila as-sarSiyya wa al-wahida lahu, wa-laysa siyasati Payyi tanzimin ?axara/
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas expressed his opposition to the killing of
civilians, both on the Palestinian and Israeli sides. He called for the release of
civilians, prisoners, and detained persons from both sides. Abbas also reiterated his
commitment to reject violence, abide by international law and agreements, and
support peaceful popular resistance. In addition, he stressed that the policies,
programs, and decisions of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) are the only
ones that legitimately represent the Palestinian people, not the policies of other
groups.

9 (Idt)

MA.B2

O Ee sl pnaa3 ATl &5 58 My JSGAY )ikl 5 g alaldall il ¢ SG8Y A3l Ol i) i
A\Ja;lggluﬁwwjt\)al\ \MM\AL:‘\_L\sSu)S_qus\J\ M\uﬁd@\}
At 40530 ca 5 {f et Sl il g 5 3a3 b Al 058 ARl Eaaiy
W\Mjmﬂcubjg_mﬂamjw\u}wmjm?ydsJ)SJL?A!\L@_H_\UJ
u\&\&w\wm\u;‘x@u& M}M@bﬁlﬂ\dﬁ\)ﬂu&d\%dm‘ \JAUJ}
S5 g o1 S O i) AT, Cal 3 oY1 ) 55l Y (5 AN (50 I i
a3 G sad s ) SIS
/wa-qad karrarat al-mamlakatu tahdiratihd min Panna siyasati Pisrafila al-
intizamiyyati li-?igtila$i as-Sa$bi al-filastini wa-istimrari al-ihtilali wa-intihaki
hurmati al-masjidi al-?aqsa satakinu kafilatan bi-?idamati hada as-sirai wa-
tafajjuri-hi fi 2ayyi lahzatin.
wa-nasahat al-mamlakatu ad-duwala allatt tarfudu at-tahawura maSa al-
munazzamati al-filastiniyyati al-musallahati Pan taStarifa  bi-ad-dawlati  al-
filastiniyyati  wa-ra?isi-ha alladt  yukarriru kulla yawmi muSaradatihi lil-
mugawamati al-musallahati wa-nabdihi lil-Sunfi wa-ta?yidi-hi lil-muqawamati as-
silmiyyati.
wa-fi hada as-siyaqi Sayyanat al-mamlakatu safiran fawqa al-$adati fi filastina wa-
qunsulan $amman fi madinati al-qudsi al-muhtallati Cald@ Pamali Pan yusajjiSa dalika
ad-duwala al-Puxra li-t-taqaddumi bi-xutwatin 2ila al-Pamami lil-iStirafi bi-ad-
dawlati al-filastiniyyati, lakinna kulla hdda lam yahdu@ wa-ka-Pannahum kani
yatawaqqa$ina hadad al-infijara/
Saudi Arabia has repeatedly warned that Israel's retaliatory policies that seek to expel
the Palestinian people, continue the occupation, and violate the sanctity of the Al-
Agsa Mosque, are major factors that will prolong and potentially reignite the conflict
at any time.
The Kingdom also called on countries that refuse to dialogue with Palestinian armed
groups to recognize the Palestinian state and its president, who firmly rejects
violence, opposes armed resistance, and supports the peaceful path of struggle.
As part of its efforts, Saudi Arabia has appointed an ambassador extraordinary to
Palestine as well as a consulate general in Jerusalem, hoping that this move would
encourage other countries to take a more advanced position in recognizing the
Palestinian state. However, in reality, there has been no response from the
international community to these initiatives, as if they had anticipated the explosion
of the current crisis.

Data 23 (Det) above is included in the
determination strategy because it shows a

social actor or event that is clearly mentioned.

The wuse of determination strategy in
mentioning Gsdill e dseda Luklllll /g
ralisu  al-filastiniyu  mahmud  Sabbas/
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
clearly with his position and statement shows
Al Riyad media's effort to present Abbas as
an authoritative and representative figure of
Palestine. This strategy strengthens Abbas'
legitimacy as the sole legitimate

representative of the Palestinian people,
while ignoring or delegitimizing the role of
other groups that are considered not in line
with the peaceful approach.

The data 9 (Idt) above is included in the
indetermination strategy because there is an
unclear or anonymous mention of social
actors or events. The use of indeterminacy
strategy by Al Riyad media on 33lal) (338 1 uite
uﬂ-wlﬂ & /safiran fawqga al-Sadati fi filastin/
"an ambassador extraordlnaljy to Palestine"
and ol de 8 Ule ¥ /gansulan

International Journal of Research and Review (ijrrjournal.com) 349
Volume 12; Issue: 7; July 2025



Humaira Izzahurrohman et.al. Critical discourse analysis of Al Riyad media's representation of social actors
and ideology regarding the coverage of normalization of Saudi Arabia-Israel relations

famman fi madinati al-qudsi/ "a consulate
general in Jerusalem." aim to obscure the
identity of the individual and the consulate
general in Jerusalem," aims to obscure the
identity of the individual and highlight the
state institution as the main perpetrator, so
that the public spotlight is not focused on the
personal figure, but on Saudi Arabia's
diplomatic policy collectively. Thus, Al
Riyad media constructs a narrative that the
move is part of the state's commitment, rather
than a specific individual's initiative, in order
to strengthen legitimacy and the impression

of neutrality within the framework of
international relations.

Assimilation-Individualization Strategy

According to van Leeuwen (2008),
assimilation and individualization strategies
are used to describe the identity of social
actors, both as part of a group and
specifically as individuals. Amaliah (2021)
explains that assimilation places the actor in
the context of the community or social group
to which he belongs. Meanwhile,
individualization highlights social actors as a

single entity accompanied by a clear identity.

Table 6. Assimilation-Individualization Strategy of Saudi Arabian Social Actors - Saudi Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs Faisal bin Farhan

Code

News

Data

52 (Asi)

MA.BS8

‘)4\‘)457‘_‘_3)1;43\44;‘)1;.“ aJ\JjuLuulﬂc;u\jQ\aMchwLuJ\MJN\ GJ\JJg_ab\_ug_\_\S\\.qu
dx;\.zl L_:l_,s ;\)s\ B ey 35 gl e Loyl gl by el e Asti 32l 2 2024
(_;q);iun g_ma_,.d\ _,L.UC}U Kbl 280 el sl s Jai 55155 Be ekl a3l Gl s
mlm.,.\ﬂ\ A_uasn Jas

§5505 Alnaluldll A3l 62 B8 (153 ¥ 5 18 450 sl 45, ol 4GS i 5 1 8855 4 Ja1 5515, 48
/fa-kamd Pakkadat bayanati wizarati al-xarijiyyati as-sabiqati $ald hadihi al-jawanibi,
fa-Pinna bayana wizarati al-xarijiyyati as-sadiri fi sabSati fabrayira 2024 miladiyyun
P2aSdda at-ta?kidu Sald Pahammiyyati waqfi al-Sudwani al-?isra?iliyyi $ala qitasi
gazzata wa-insihabi kaffati Pafradi quwwati al-ihtilali al-Pisra?iliyyi min al-qitaSi.
yuSaddu al-bayanu ar-rasmiyyii as-sadiru min wizarati al-xarijiyyati ta?kidan Ii-1-
bayanati as-sabiqati allati tulakkidu rusiixa wa-8abata al-mawqifi as-siaSudiyy hiyala
al-qadiyyati al-filastiniyyati.

fa-Pinna wizarata al-xarijiyyati tu?akkidu ?anna mawqifa al-mamlakati al-Sarabiyyati
as-suudiyyati kana wa-la yazalu Oabitan tujaha al-qadiyyati al-filastiniyyati wa-
dararatu husili as-Sa$bi al-filastiniyyi as-Saqiqi Cala hugugqihi al-masriSati/

A statement by the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs released on February 7, 2024
reiterated the urgency of halting Israel's military aggression in the Gaza Strip and
withdrawing all occupation forces from the territory. This statement is consistent with
previous official stances reflecting the Kingdom's firm and stable position on the
Palestinian issue. The Ministry emphasized that Saudi Arabia's stance towards the
Palestinian cause remains unchanged, which is to fully support the fulfillment of the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people in a just and dignified manner.

15 (Ind)

MA.B2

)MS@M\)LJFMYLAJ\}aPWM‘}I};‘_‘,ﬁubﬁuadmﬁ).u\ﬂm)LaJ\J.UJLAJ\ a.\S\uﬂ}d\ 1385
GlcLLuJ\U})AL_JLcA)‘Lg_LAM)UcGsd)w\aw\)\w\a)}b;w)hungwldﬁw
AR c,d;.’d\ S )5 dakid) g a\).al\ aclal Caigs )).J\ Ju t)"j L osl JE sy
u-‘-‘-‘-"‘d‘ MLA;L;@MLA;MJY\::& ilie 1§ u;s;.g ‘M\ ;uu.d\ ubdla.vkr\bu.mu} dah: d;d\;.v‘}{
S5 AE RV Jada

/wa-hada al-mawgqifu Pakkadahu 2aydan waziru al-xarijiyyati al-?amiru faysalu bnu
farhanin fi jawlatihi al-?axirati wa-ittisalatihi maSa nuzara?ihi fi ka6irin min duwali al-
{alami haytu haddara min xutirati istimrari at-tas$idi al-Saskariyyi fi gazzata wa-
muhitiha, wa-da$a ?ila darirati al-Samali $ala Pijadi as-subuli al-lazimati li-naz$i fatili
at-tawatturi wa-waqfi tasaSudi as-sira$i ad-da?iri fi al-mantiqati wa-?ila takatufi al-
mujtama$i ad-dawliyyi li-?ijadi hallin adilin wa-munsifin yulabbr tatallu§ati as-sa$bi
al-filastiniyyi, wa-taxfifi tada$iyyati hadihi al-?azmati bima yus{imu fi himayati al-
madaniyyina wa-hifzi al-?amni wa-as-silmi ad-dawliyyayni huqiiqihi al-masri§ati./
Similar statements were also made by Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan during his visits and diplomatic communications with a number of international
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partners. He emphasized the urgency of ending the ongoing military escalation in the
Gaza Strip and surrounding areas, while warning of the potential dangers posed by a
prolonged armed conflict. In this context, he encouraged joint efforts to formulate
concrete steps to ease tensions and stop the escalation of conflict in the region. In
addition, he called for the international community's solidarity in seeking a fair and
balanced settlement that addresses the aspirations of the Palestinian people while
minimizing the humanitarian impact of the crisis. Such measures are expected to support
the protection of civilians and maintain global stability and peace.

Data 52 (Asi) above is included in the
assimilation strategy because there is a
mention of the social actor i &l 5515,
/wizarat al-xarijiyyati/ "Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Saudi Arabia" as a collective entity.
This reflects Al Riyad media's attempt to
present the position of the state institutionally,
rather than individually. Thus, through this
assimilation strategy, the media reinforces
the impression that the statement is not an
individual opinion, but rather an official and
ongoing representation of Saudi Arabia's
foreign policy on the Palestinian issue.

The data 15 (Ind) above is included in the
individualization strategy by mentioning in
detail the names and positions of the social
actors involved, namely % W&l %55 /waziru
al-xarijiyyati/ "Minister of Foreign Affairs"
followed by the individual identity Y
ol (o Jiad al-Pamiru faysalu bnu farhan/
"Prince Faisal bin Farhan". This strategy is
used to give personal legitimacy to the

authority and credibility of Faisal bin Farhan
as the official representative of the kingdom.
By explicitly mentioning his name and
position, Al Riyad media reinforces the
impression that the diplomatic position is not
just institutional rhetoric, but also backed by
an important figure who is active and
influential in the international arena.

Differentiation-Indifferentiation Strategy
The differentiation-indifference strategy,
according to van Leeuwen (2008), is used to
show the inequality of power relations
between dominant and subordinated groups.
This strategy emphasizes differences in
social position, where the hegemonic group
is described as superior, while other groups
are marginalized. Rosmita (2019) adds that
the dominant group is usually positioned as
the advantaged and honorable party, while
the subordinated group is shown negatively
and disadvantaged in the discourse.

political statement,

by highlighting the

Table 7. Differentiation-Indifferentiation Strategy of Israeli Social Actors - Israeli Government

Code

News

Data

8 (Dif)

MA.B2

sl Gul;“hl\ AT Mﬁcq@ <l l.@s}d Slagal ga L‘u\) idaall .\.\&}u&.\&é\;.“ &G Cadgag
o shalll 13g 4353 e o) ally dysﬂ Q5 & s (s el a3

G sall (&, 45 puiaia Egill 3 Lglo Va3 15158 315 AcdlaSal (s )3 il <A N 2 &) E0 e
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Go RN Cpall B 3l o Gualldlls el cudle eliag el U alalaially ey
a5 cllazall,

/wa-mawgqifu al-mamlakati al-haliyyi laysa walidu al-lahzati wa-?innama huwa
imtidadun li-mawqifi-ha a0-0abiti fi da¥mi qadiyyati as-Sa$bi al-filastiniyi al-Sadilati wa-
wujubi halli-ha min xilali dafa$i Pisraila li-l-gabuli bi-al-qararati ad-dawliyyati
bi-haoa al-xusiisi wa-hiya al-qararvatu allati lam tunaffad hukamatu Pisvacila al-
muta§aqibati wa-law qararan wahidan minhd fi isti-hanatin mafdithatin bi-kulli al-
mawabiqi ad-dawliyyati wa-al-?Pinsaniyyati wa-hiya ta$tamidu fi dalika Sald ad-da$mi al-
lamahdidi min al-wilayati al-muttahidati wa-biritanya al-mutahalifatayn mundu al-
harbayn al-Salamiyyatayn wa-al-mutajahilatayni li-I-haqqi al-Sarabiyyi wa-masa$iri
malayini al-Sarabi wa-al-muslimin Cald ar-ragmi min al-hadifi al-mustahliki {an as-
sadaqati wa-at-tahalufati./

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's current stance is not a momentary response, but a
continuation of its consistent stance in support of the just struggle of the Palestinian
people. The Kingdom emphasizes the importance of resolving the conflict through
pressure on Israel to comply with relevant international resolutions.
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However, to date, none of these resolutions have been implemented by the Israeli
government, which has blatantly shown disdain for the entire charter of international law
and humanitarian principles. Israel's non-compliance is backed by the unrestricted support
of the United States and the United Kingdom - two key allies since World Wars I and II -
which continue to ignore the rights of Arabs and the feelings of millions of Arab and
Muslim people in the world. This reflects the sharp contradiction between the diplomatic
discourse of "friendship and alliance" and the political reality that tends to override
historical and moral justice in conflicts.

(Idf)

MA.B2

sl L;\.\L.MJS” il diad 023 8 il L@s}d Sl sa ) alaall Ady ol LAl A8l Caisag
4.\3}.\5\ ub\‘)ﬂhd}\sﬂd.u\)u\ cﬁjd);g«q\.gj;u);}}

/wa-mawgqifu al-mamlakati al-haliyyi laysa walidu al-lahzati wa-?innama huwa
imtidadun li-mawgqifi-ha a0-0abiti fi da§mi qadiyyati as-sa$bi al-filastiniyi al-{adilati wa-
wujithi halli-ha min xilali dafa$i Pisra?ila li-l-gabuli bi-al-qararati ad-dawliyyati/

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's current stance is not a momentary response, but rather a
continuation of its consistent stance in support of the just struggle of the Palestinian
people. The Kingdom emphasizes the importance of resolving the conflict through
pressure on Israel to comply with relevant international resolutions.

Data 8 (Dif) above is included in the
differentiation strategy by cornering or
marginalizing other social actors. The use of
differentiation strategies by Al Riyad media
against Israeli government actors aims to
emphasize the stark difference in values
between Saudi Arabia's commitment to
international justice and Israel's rejection of
these resolutions. By framing Israel as a party
that ignores the principles of law and
humanity, the media builds moral opposition
that strengthens Saudi Arabia's position as an
actor that upholds legality and ethics in
conflict resolution.

The data 8 (Idf) above is included in the
indifference strategy by tending to obscure
the existence of weaker groups so that the
narrative presented becomes more in favor of
the dominant group without displaying the
complexity of power relations in it. The
indifference strategy used by Al Riyad in the
data is seen through the obscuring of the

active role of the Israeli government in the
conflict, which is only passively mentioned
as a party that "needs to be pressured" to
comply with the resolution. In this way, the
focus of the discourse is shifted entirely to
the moral position and consistency of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, thereby
reinforcing the image of Saudi Arabia as the
dominant, solutionary actor without allowing
room for power dynamics or resistance from
the opposing side.

Association-Dissociation Strategy
According to van Leeuwen (2008),
association-dissociation  strategy = shows
whether there is a relationship between social
actors and other parties. Badara (2014)
explains that association links social actors to
a larger group, while disassociation separates
actors from any social group, so that they
seem to stand alone without any particular
affiliation.

Table 8. Association-Dissociation Strategy of Saudi Arabian Social Actors - Saudi Crown Prince

Muhammad bin Salman

Code News Data

13 (Aso) | MA.B2

al-masruSatil.

T RN IPYEN] &J}M\M\ a}.ab.nala;&_uu\w\ e e @\‘;}wamus
ie a4 a4 Sl ol Calil O send O8R5 ol Jaladl s Sl 23,

lkamd Saddada sumaw-waliyyi al-Sahdi (ala mawqifi al-mamlakati a0-0abiti tujaha
munasarati al-qadiyyati al-filastiniyyati wa-da$mi al-juhudi ar-ramiyyati li-tahqiqi as-
salami as-samili wa-al-Sadili alladr yakfulu husila as-sa$bi al-filastiniyyi (ala hugqigqihi

The Crown Prince also reiterated the Kingdom's firm position in support of the
Palestinian cause and efforts to achieve a comprehensive and just peace, which
guarantees the Palestinian people their legitimate rights.

12 (Dis) | MA.B2

dslu.\slj‘QJAYIMYL@\@}MMJS@ULAHUJW}AY\@\inmJ.mus}d\ 138
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escalation.

/hdda al-mawqifu Sabra Sanhu sumiw waliyyi al-Sahdi al-Pamiri muhammadi bnu
salman fi kulli munasabatin wa-fi ittisalatihi al-Paxirati, wa-?a$lana li-kulli al-Salimi
Panna al-mamlakata tubdalu al-juhiida al-mumkinata bi-at-tawasuli maSa kaffati al-
Patrafi ad-dawliyyati wa-al-?iglimiyyati li-waqfi aSmali at-tas§idi al-jari.

This statement has been made consistently by the Crown Prince, Prince Muhammad bin
Salman, on every occasion as well as in his most recent communications. He has publicly
stated to the world that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia continues to pursue all forms of
communication with various international and regional parties to stop the ongoing

Data 13 (Aso) above is included in the
association strategy that connects or groups
social actors with other actors, entities, or
certain situations to create relationships or
provide special meanings. The wuse of
association strategies in the data shows how
the Crown Prince is symbolically and
politically linked directly to the state's
commitment to the Palestinian cause. By
linking the figure of MBS to support for
peace and the fulfillment of Palestinian
legitimate rights, Al Riyad media builds an
image that the highest leadership of Saudi
Arabia is in line with the principles of justice
and solidarity with the Palestinian issue,
while strengthening the legitimacy of the
kingdom's position in the eyes of the regional
and international public.

Data 12 (Dis) above belongs to the
disassociation strategy in which a social actor
is separated or not connected to any larger
social group. The use of disassociation
strategy in mentioning Muhammad bin
Salman separately from other actors or
institutions shows Al Riyad media's attempt
to highlight the Crown Prince's personal role
as the main initiator in conflict resolution
diplomacy. By not explicitly linking him
with other state institutions or officials, MBS
is constructed as a central figure who is
proactive, independent and visionary in
responding to regional escalations.

Macro Analysis - Al Riyad Media Ideology
Al Riyad newspaper is an Arabic-language
media outlet under Al Yamamah Corporation,
a Riyadh-based press organization affiliated
with the Saudi Arabian government (4 s
1998 4edl). This affiliation reflects the
media's ideological tendency to promote the
values of Saudi nationalism and support
solidarity among Islamic countries. This

tendency is in line with the political vision
and foreign policy promoted by Saudi Crown
Prince Muhammad bin Salman (Al-Rasheed
2018) . In the analysis of social actor
representations, Al Riyad consistently
frames Saudi Arabia as the main actor
supporting the establishment of a Palestinian

state, mainly  through  assimilation-
individualization and association-
dissociation strategies. These strategies

present Saudi Arabia as the main initiator,
while showing its closeness to Palestine in
the Islamic solidarity narrative.

In presenting the social actors Israel and the
United States, Al Riyad uses inclusion rather
than exclusion techniques. The
representation of Israel is dominated by
assimilation-individualization as well as
differentiation-indifference and nomination-
categorization strategies, with limited use of
nominalization strategies that obscure roles
without  explicitly  eliminating  them.
Meanwhile, the United States is represented
explicitly as an individual and an institution
through assimilation-individualization
strategies, followed by frequent associations
with allied countries and Israel. This
representation strengthens the position of the
US as Saudi Arabia's strategic partner in the
regional context. This finding supports van
Dijk's view (1998) that the media plays a role
in reproducing discourses that favor the
dominant group, in this case the state. Thus,
Al Riyad functions as an ideological
representation  tool that directs the
construction of reality in accordance with the
political interests of the state.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the micro-analysis of
the representation of social actors in the news
of the normalization of Saudi Arabia-Israel
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relations, it can be concluded that Al Riyad
media predominantly uses inclusion rather
than exclusion techniques in presenting the
four main actors, namely Saudi Arabia, Israel,
the United States, and Palestine. This media
accentuates Saudi Arabia as an actor who
actively supports the establishment of a
Palestinian state through the dominance of
assimilation-individualization and
association-dissociation  strategies. This
representation shows the construction of
Saudi Arabia's image as a regional leader
who is committed to the Palestinian issue.

In terms of media ideology, Al Riyad shows
a tendency that is in line with the ideology of
state nationalism, by placing Saudi Arabia as
the central actor in the discourse of peace in
the Middle East. This position reflects the
direction of the Saudi government's foreign
policy, especially in strengthening solidarity
among Islamic countries and its regional
leadership role. In addition, Al Riyad also
features diplomatic representations towards
Israel and the United States, as part of a
discourse strategy that supports Saudi
Arabia's foreign policy position in the
context of international relations.
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